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New Association of Friends
Aug 25, 2013, 5:00 p.m. at New Castle First Friends Meeting

1. Minutes of the meeting of May 19, 2013 at Friends Memorial Church, 
Muncie.
 Approved with the incorporation of minor wording changes suggested by Mary 
Lord. 

(b) Matters arising from the minutes that were not part of this agenda.
There were none.

Roll call
The following meetings were represented:
Bluff Point, Dublin, Englewood, Friends Memorial Muncie, Friends of the 
Light, New Castle First Friends, Raysville, Richmond First Friends, Salem, 
Spiceland, West Elkton and West Richmond.

Visitors from Western Yearly Meeting were also present.
 
2. Membership
Individual: 
(a) The following people, who belong to meetings that have been at one time, or 
still are, part of Indiana YM, were accepted into individual membership in the 
New Association of Friends:

Margaret Fraser, Friends of the Light
Catherine Griffith, Whitewater MM/Valley Mills MM
Joe Kelly, Friends of the Light
Linda Kelly, Friends of the Light
Judy Kendall, Winchester
Keith Kendall, Winchester
Margy Patchin, Friends of the Light

(b) The meeting received a request from Barbarajene Williams, a member of 
Clear Creek Monthly Meeting, Ohio Valley Yearly Meeting, resident in Kennett 
Square, PA, to transfer her membership into the New Association of Friends. We 
welcomed Barbarajene Williams into membership.

(c) The meeting received a request for membership from the floor by Janette 
Carson of Rushville, Indiana, not currently in membership, but who has attended 
several of our meetings.  Joe Kelly, pastor, Friends of the Light, invited Janette 
apply to Friends of the Light for membership.

(d) The question as to whether or not any member of a meeting that had ever 
been part of Indiana Yearly Meeting (e.g. Iowa, Western, Wilmington yearly 
meetings) was deferred until the bylaws working group had the opportunity to 
make further recommendations. 



2

Meetings:
(e) At its meeting for business on August 18, Friends of the Light, Traverse City, 
Michigan, found unity in deciding to join the New Association of Friends. Four 
members of Friends of the Light were present at our meeting. We welcomed 
Friends of the Light into the New Association of Friends.

(f) Catherine Griffith, pastor of Irvington Friends Meeting in Indianapolis, which 
is currently independent, inquired, in light of the decision on extending 
individual membership (3d) whether an application from Irvington, should it 
decide to seek membership in the New Association, would be in right order. The 
meeting confirmed that an application from Irvington would be welcome. 
 
3.Treasurer's report
(a) The treasurer reported that our Checking account is now open, with a 
balance of $2,025.00, most of which reflects a contribution from West 
Richmond Friends Meeting, plus a contribution from two members.  We 
accepted this report.

(b) We asked the Nominating Committee to bring forward the names of 3 
Friends to serve on a Budget and Finance Working Group, working with the 
treasurer, to help us develop financial policies and a budget to match our 
program plans.

 (c) Since the transfer of endowments from Indiana Yearly Meeting is planned to 
occur by the end October, we asked the treasurer and trustees to go forward 
with a plan for the investment and management of our funds.

(d) Since the transfer of liquid assets from Indiana Yearly Meeting may not occur 
until the end of December, we are in need of working funds. West Richmond 
gave the New Association the contribution that would normally have gone to 
Indiana Yearly meeting as its assessment. We encouraged all member 
meetings to consider how they can support the New Association financially.

Individuals were also encouraged to provide regular financial support to 
the New Association. Our application for 501(c)3 status has been submitted.

4. Affiliated organizations
(a) Friends United Meeting
At its last General Board meeting, Friends United Meeting, with the support of 
Indiana YM, accepted the New Association of Friends into full membership of 
FUM. 
The Nominating Committee brought forward the names of Michael 
Sherman, Raysville friends, and April VanLonden, Richmond First Friends, as 
our representatives to the FUM General Board, to serve until the FUM 
Triennial, June 2014. These names were accepted.

The next FUM Triennial will be June 11-14, 2014 at Indiana Wesleyan University, 
Marion, Indiana. FUM is responsible for the program, and Indiana Yearly Meeting 
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for the local arrangements, including the children's program, childcare and 
international visitor hospitality.
The Nominating Committee brought forward the name of Linda Brock, 
Spiceland Friends, as our representative to the FUM Triennial Planning 
Committee, to serve until the FUM Triennial, June 2014. This name was 
accepted.

The meeting agreed that at present we do not have the capacity to co-host 
the triennial. Some individuals would be open to assisting with hospitality of 
international visitors, but would like to know how many visitors are likely to 
attend, and how long before and afterwards they would be staying.

(b) Friends Committee on National Legislation
We were invited by Meg Hummon, on behalf of FCNL's Nominating Committee, 
to appoint three representatives (who must be members of the Religious Society 
of Friends), to be members of FCNL's General Committee. That body decides 
FCNL's legislative priorities, raises funds, establishes a budget and hires the 
staff in Washington DC.

The representatives are invited to attend FCNL's annual meeting in Washington, 
DC November 14-17. There is an opportunity to train for, and lobby Congress 
on the first day of the meeting. FCNL is eager to have more representatives 
under the age of 40 and particularly encourages the appointment of at least one 
young adult Friend, and asks that the New Association offers financial support 
to make it possible for that person to attend.

The Nominating Committee brought forward the names of Dee (Delonda) 
Hartman, of Friends Memorial Church, Muncie, pastor of Pennville Friends 
Church, and Welling Hall, West Richmond Friends, which we accepted. The 
committee hopes to identify a third name.

We asked the Budget and Finance working group (when formed) to build 
into the budget a level of support to meet some or all of the expenses of 
those acting as our representatives to outside bodies.  In the meantime, the 
clerk will solicit funds from meetings and individuals to support our 
representatives.

(c) Friends World Committee for Consultation
Yearly meetings and other associations of Friends connect formally to Friends 
worldwide by affiliation to the Section of FWCC in which they are located. Several 
members of the New Association attended the FWCC Section of the Americas 
Annual Meeting in March this year at Waycross Centre, near Bloomington, 
Indiana, and held an interest group. The New Association's working group on 
relationships with outside organizations has had informal contact with the Clerk 
of FWCC Section of the Americas.  The meeting asked the clerk to apply to 
FWCC Section of the Americas for our affiliation.

5. By-laws
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We thanked the by-laws working group (Jameson McGrew and Ray Ontko) for 
the work they have done. We ask them to revisit the sections on membership 
to reflect that there should be a generous spirit of welcoming applicants, 
and that there should be a way in which names of individual applicants can 
come before the full body to be affirmed as members.

6. Fountain City Meetinghouse
At its last meeting, the Steering Committee approved that the New Association 
of Friends accept the property. The trustees are in the process of getting title 
and liability insurance, after which the formal transfer of ownership will take 
place. 
We asked our trustees to appoint two of their number to accept the title to 
the property when all these matters are satisfactorily arranged. 

We asked the Nominating Committee to assemble a small group to explore 
the various options now open to us, regarding the property, which would 
begin work immediately and report back to the next Steering Committee.

7. Calendar
A draft calendar of meetings and educational, social and service opportunities is 
attached. 

8. Next meeting
We agreed that the next meeting of the steering committee should be on 
Sunday October 20 at Raysville and the next meeting of the full New 
Association should be on Sunday October 27 at Greenfield. We will continue 
to rotate the venue of the meetings. Thanks to those meetings that are willing 
to host. 
(Note: the locations were agreed after the meeting.)

9. Assembling information about mission and service priorities.
We encouraged meetings to include FUM as a line item in their budgets, and 
to ask meetings and individuals who are part of the New Association of Friends 
to mention, their membership when contributing to FUM. 

We asked meetings to inform the clerk of ministries that the meeting 
supports, with the URL of the non-profit organization, where appropriate. 
These ministries will be listed on the New Association's website, http://
newassociationoffriends.org.  Fundraising events can be featured on our 
Facebook page, The New Association of Friends.

10. Mutual help on property renovation. The clerk suggested that some of our 
meetings might benefit from the help of other meetings in building and grounds 
projects. We laid this item over to a future meeting.

11. The reconfiguration process
We heard that the formal process at Indiana YM sessions went according to plan; 
several of our members attended. At our request, reversion clauses were 
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removed from proposals for endowments that benefit Friends Memorial Church, 
Muncie, and Raysville Friends cemetery. The only reversion clause remaining is 
that if the New Association of Friends ceases to exist, any remaining funds from 
this reconfiguration would revert to Indiana YM.

Indiana YM discovered that there has been an error in the amount of its 
recorded investment funds since 2005. This will result in a reduction in 
distribution of less than 1%. Representatives of the trustees participated in a 
meeting at the IYM office on August 19 to agree the final figures of the 
settlement. 

12. Working group on recording of ministers. 
We received an interim written report from Josh Brown, West Richmond, 
convenor.

13. Education
Leigh Eason, pastor of West Elkton Friends, is developing a year-long, 52 week 
Bible study curriculum as an independent study at Earlham School of Religion. It 
will cover the Book of James, the Books of John and the Books of Colossians and 
Ephesians. 52 lessons are planned, with queries and activities suitable for all 
ages. The lessons will integrate Quaker history and tradition. Leigh asked for 
volunteers to test the two lessons in their meetings.  

14. Gospel concert to raise funds for school for Haitian children. Stan 
Banker, pastor of Greenfield Friends, and Cathy Harris, Associate pastor of 
Spiceland Friends, held a gospel concert on August 4 to raise funds for Na Rive, 
a school for Haitian children in the Dominican Republic. They played to a packed 
house and raised $800.70. 

15. Geoffrey Sawyer Fund 
The Geoffrey Sawyer Fund granting group, clerked by Pam Ferguson, co pastor 
of Winchester Friends Meeting, has decided to make an award of $2,000 to the 
only applicant. Since Indiana YM still holds the funds, it will make the payment 
at our request. Those who are interested in the work of this granting group 
are encouraged to talk to Pam Ferguson.

16. Journey of Hope 
Leigh Eason reported that participants in the Journey of Hope, a group of 
individuals affected by the murder of a family member, and committed to a 
nonviolent response, would be in the area. She asked those willing to offer 
practical support, especially food, to be in touch with her.

The meeting closed at 7:00 p.m.


