
New Association of Friends Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business

Sunday, May 19, 2013 1. Welcome & worship

Friends Memorial Church, Muncie, IN was the host. There was a carry-in meal at 4:00 
PM followed by worship.

The meeting convened at approximately 5:20 by the assistant presiding clerk.

Meetings represented: Bluff Point, Friends Memorial Muncie, New Castle, Raysville, 
Richmond First Friends, Salem, Spiceland, West Elkton, and West Richmond.

Other meetings present: Friends of the Light, Pennville, and Winchester. 2. Nominating 
Committee report, Tom Hamm

a. Catherine Griffith, assistant presiding clerk b. Nancy Shawver, assistant recording 
clerk c. Michael Jay's ministry committee proposal

APPROVED

3. Minutes of the last meeting were shared. 2nd clause about divorced and women 
being recorded did not make it into the minutes but approved. This needs to be added.

APPROVED WITH THIS CORRECTION

4. Purpose statement

Discussions points: including missions, bylaws, M&O. After the bylaws purpose 
statement was presented, the question was asked if this is a working statement. The 
discussion points are addressed in the bylaws commentary statement.

The following Purpose Statement from the Bylaws draft was approved as the New 
Association of Friends Purpose Statement:

The New Association of Friends is a voluntary association of monthly meetings, 
churches and individuals that supports worship, ministry and service through the 
cultivation of Christian faith in the Quaker tradition.

APPROVED

5. Treasurer’s report, Bud Shore
An expense reinbursement form is available

A list of check signers is needed, and then a checking account can be opened. The 
treasurer, clerk and recording clerk were approved to sign.

It will be the New Associations policy that for amounts over $1000, 2 signatures will be 
needed on the check.

Discussion points: Is there a place for tax id? Find out about mileage rates: it is lower 
for non- profits. This is a work in progress.

APPROVED



6. Working group on communications, Matt Hisrich a. Email list of contacts for each 
meeting
b. Request for another member of the working group

APPROVED

7. Working group on connections with other Friends organizations, Emily Christian

Recommendations for Connection with New Association:
 Friends Fellowship Community (FFC) - We ask that someone within the New 
Association who knows FFC better (perhaps Jim Quigg or Barbara Jenkins?) might 
volunteer to work on our behalf. This volunteer might want to speak with John Norris 
who is on the board. Some questions we have are: Where does the funding come from 
for the discounts for pastors and for care/housing beyond financial capability (does 
IYM contribute some for these people?) Will New Association pastors have the same 
discounts as IYM pastors? We are especially concerned for pastors who have come 
close to working for IYM for 10 years. We need a list of recorded pastors to track 
number of years, etc.

Subsidy for 10 year pastors of IYM if their funds run out (they will pay for the rest of 
their stay if they run out of money). Steve Loeb from Salem is now on the board & he 
says they have discussed allowing this for the New Association. Only covers a small 
amount so FFC pays the rest from their pockets. FFC is changing the bylaws since most 
board members are not part of IYM. The transition is going smoothly.

Friends United Meeting (FUM) - April will be meeting with Colin on Friday to discuss 
the New Association's connection with FUM. We would like to have full membership, 
but may have to wait for full membership. In Kenya, when YMs split, there is a trial 
period for the new YM. Although, there may be some difference in our case since the 
New Association isn't asking for the split.

Do we wish to affiliate with FUM? April sees a smooth transition. It was approved to be 
a part of FUM.

April will write the letter to FUM to ask for same status as IYM when we leave IYM.

APPROVED

Mary Lord sees no problem with a letter by FUM’s June board meeting, FUM General 
Board will not meet again until in October. We need to do something by June so we are 
covered with recorded or in process of recorded ministers to go to other places in the 
FUM area to still be recorded and preach (such as NC).

The Richmond Declaration of Faith is an historic statement that shaped FUM. Each IYM 
member determines its own relationship to The Richmond Declaration of Faith. It will 
be up to us how we want to adopt the document

Michael Jay says that we do exist and we have existed for some time. We do not have 
to wait until IYM says we are no longer welcome there.



Dortha Meredith has a question about the members who are in an association: are they 
in par with the yearly meetings? Western Association is the only one that fits that 
description. Three meetings are in the Western Association, and someone is on the 
board from that meeting.

Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL) - Chris will call to see what we need 
to do officially, but it is a connection rather than a membership. We would want to add 
a line item in our budget for FCNL and we would want to get updates and annual 
reports from them. APPROVED OF THIS AFFLIATION

We suggest keeping the appointees the same as those who were previously in IYM, but 
have moved to the New Association: Welling Hall and Chris Sitler.
APPROVED OF THESE APPOINTMENTS

Friends World Committee for Consultation (FWCC) - We need to approach them, which 
Chris has agreed to do. They have associations and yearly meetings, so it shouldn't be 
a problem. We suggest keeping the same appointees as those who were previously in 
IYM, but have moved to the New Association: Jay Marshall, Susan Hillmann de 
Castaneda, Dortha Meredith, and Rick Schoeff.
Chris has not received a response yet.
APPROVED OF THESE APPOINTMENTS AFTER FWCC GIVES OK

Quaker Haven Camp (QHC) - We have asked Michael Sherman to make contact with 
QHC. We would like for our kids to be allowed to attend joint camps with IYM and WYM 
and also

have at least a week set aside for our own camp with our own staffing and 
programming. In our collective memory, this was the agreement in the early years after 
Ohio Valley split from IYM. Discussion points: about Ohio Valley doing this. If QH does 
not lose money (will there be enough days, campers, etc.), it may happen. (Josh Brown 
spoke of this) Affiliations may not be exclusive. Need to still give to the affiliations like 
we did for IYM. Tom Hamm doesn’t understand the reference to Ohio Valley when the 
split was in the early 1800 before QH opened.

Quaker Hill - Do they consider themselves responsible for an association as they would 
a yearly meeting? Quaker Hill has already put out a minute of support of the New 
Association. April will ask for more clarity at the September board meeting.

Written minute of support. Will find out more at Fall meeting. April is on the board

Groups That Need More Exploration:
Earlham School of Religion (ESR) - This would perhaps be a connection that would 
allow for more workshops and other types of programming and would hopefully be a 
relationship that would provide new opportunities for the New Association and ESR.

Earlham College (EC) - We lost this relationship that was part of IYM in the past. It 
would be nice to reconnect.

The Newlin Center Center for Quaker thought on Earlham campus



American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) - IYM contributed in the past, but stopped 
as a group. Some Meetings have continued contributing by writing AFSC in as their 
missions donation to IYM.

Indian Missions: IYM still supports at level 1 missions Wilmington College affiliation 
was suggested by Elkton

Minute of advise will be sent to Monthly Meetings of NAoF to send money to these 
organizations as a matter of trust to them. It will give us more credibility for these 
affiliations. Steering committee will take this on. Cathy Harris of Spiceland stated their 
meeting figured out how much each member would pay for the organizations. Michael 
Sherman asked if we want to have NAoF send money or do we send it ourselves as a 
meeting as the policy? Steering committee will take this up. Feeling of the meeting 
seems to be to send it directly.

REPORT WAS APPROVED

Dee Hartman explained Pennville’s situation and said they want to be a part of the New 
Association of Friends if we want them. Dee Dee Davidson and Catherine Griffith will 
help them with their minute.

APPROVED

8. Working group on recording of gifts in ministry, David Brindle
a. Recorded ministers from each monthly meeting
b. Recognizing recording
c. Beginning to move forward with statements about recording among us and how we 
will proceed to record folks

David has asked to be released from his convening position due to a family situation. 
Josh Brown has been approved to convene. The nominating committee will select 
another member to be on this committee. If you want to be on a committee, let 
someone from the nominating committee know. Send names of all recorded ministers 
in your meeting to this committee.

APPROVED

9. Dates to remember
a. June 30 –Steering Committee meeting, Colin Saxton, picnic and fun

Steering Committee meeting at 2:00 PM. NAoF fellowship at 4:00 PM at Whitewater 
State Park with Salem providing meats. The cost is $5 in state/$7 out of state per car 
load. Horseback riding for a fee. Can meet for worship in the morning since we have 
the shelter from 8 AM-9 PM

APPROVED

b. July 26 – Reconfiguration addressed at Indiana Yearly Meeting sessions (tentatively 
set for 9:00 a.m.)
If we find out from Rowena when it’s officially set, we need to let Catherine know. 
Letter and brochure sent out to meetings this week about sessions.



c. August 24/25 – memorial service proposal
From Stephanie Crumley Effinger: on Sunday, August 25 at 3 PM followed by a meal at 
4:30 PM, meeting for business at 5:30 PM as the August NAoF meeting.

APPROVED

Mary Lord has encouraged the NAoF to visit other Yearly Meetings over the summer. 
We are encouraged to visit and see how others do things and give a report. We will 
send a traveling minute with them and she will help coordinate this. Ray Ontko thinks 
this is a great idea, but for those who want to voluntarily go. Reinbursement will 
depend on the Yearly Meeting location. Minutes should reflect the dates of YM 
meetings (FWCC has these lists as does Mary Lord. She

will email these to Michael Sherman and /or Catherine Griffith. Sarah Northrop has 
made NAoF nametags to take with you.

Memorial Day weekend we are invited to join First Friends Richmond at Quaker Haven.

Wednesday, May 29 there will be a Hymn Wrassle in Richmond at Friends Fellowship 
Community from 7-8:30 PM

July 4-11 USFWI – find more on the website

10. Trustees’ report
a. The non-profit, legal entity "New Association of Friends, Inc." has been established 
under the laws of Indiana as of April 18, 2013. Trustees are working toward obtaining 
a 501c3 letter from the IRS to obtain formal recognition of our non-profit status at the 
federal level.

Insurance: $173 annually to cover directors and officers liability & events coverage. b. 
Working group on by-laws

Bylaws – Scott McKee is no longer on the committee. Anyone interesting on joining the 
adhoc committee, let them know.

Working on bylaws: need feedback for working copy by July

c. Fountain City property (background papers sent separately)

Discussion points: The trustees recommend taking the building. Where will the money 
come from to take care of the building? Why does IYM want to give it to us? Is it worth 
the cost of taking the property to sell it later to get the money for the association? Is 
there an historic connection with Levi Coffin? It cost about $4000.00 a year for utilities 
and $400 for insurance.

Catherine wants for Ed Nicholson and others who are willing to take on the 
responsibility of Fountain City to come up with a proposal by June 30.

APPROVED TAKING THIS BACK TO COMMITTEE TO WORK ON SOME MORE.

d. Leaving Indiana Yearly Meeting and joining the New Association of Friends i. Minutes
ii. Deeds



iii. Request to leave Indiana Yearly Meeting

Approved acknowledging that we are set off from IYM to gather together as a group. 
Margaret and Catherine will put together a minute. There is a document for all present 
to sign if they so wish as witnesses to the formation of the New Association.

Reading of minutes of New Association members: Spiceland, Richmond First Friends, 
West Richmond, New Castle, Friends Memorial, Bluff Point, Salem, West Elkton

APPROVED

11. Closing worship
Meeting adjourned at 7:45 PM
Submitted by Nancy Shawver, Assistant Recording Clerk


